D&H Baseball: An Introduction 


By S. Robert Powell, Ph.D. 


Baseball fields and baseball teams were everywhere in the anthracite coal fields in the 
nineteenth and twentieth centuries. In Carbondale, at the north end of the D&H Yard there was a 
very large park that was used for baseball games and circuses in the 1870s. It was there, “on the 
baseball grounds, above the depot” (the D&H Dundaff Street station) that the Great Roman 
Hippodrome, Circus and Menagerie pitched its tent, which covered three acres with canvas and 
had seats therein for 8,000 people, when it came to town in June 1877. 


On that same site, “on the flats” at the north end of the D&H yard, in 1894, the 
Carbondale Traction Company established Anthracite Park. Therein, a wide range of sporting 
events and activities took place: baseball games, bicycle races, dancing, field sports, horse races 
(trotting and pacing), variety shows, running team races to road wagons, vaudeville 
performances, wheelbarrow races, sack races, potato races, hundred-yard and half-mile foot 
races, and circuses (one with “a ballet direct from the Grand Opera House in Paris’’).* 


In late May, 1899, it was announced, to the great surprise of the community, that 
Anthracite Park would close, and that the D&H would again assume possession of the site, to be 
used to store coal. The closing of Anthracite Park did not, to be sure, put a damper on the local 
enthusiasm for baseball. Other venues for the game were quickly found. 


Near the light track of the Gravity Railroad, back of “Welsh Hill” (the South Main Street 
area in present-day Carbondale) there was a baseball field where games were held regularly. In 
the Carbondale Leader of September 5, 1874, p. 3, we read: “Every pleasant Sunday scores of 
large and small boys betake themselves to a field near the light track of the gravity road, back of 
Welsh Hill, and engage in playing ball.” The sport was popular not only with railroad workers 
but also with workers in the anthracite breakers, where baseball games were frequently played by 
breaker boys during their lunch time. 


Not surprisingly, there was a Gravity Railroad baseball team. In the Carbondale Leader 
of July 24, 1885, we read: “The flags along the gravity are at half-mast [U. S. Grant died on July 
23, 1885]. / The gravity boys have a base-ball club. James Bryden is captain and Frank Shannon 
secretary. They want to play the Carbondale club some time.” (Carbondale Leader, July 24, 
1885, p. 1) 


There was also a D&H Motive Power Shop Baseball team in Carbondale. Shown here are 
two photographs of that team: one with the team standing in front of D&H No. 1600 on the 
turntable in the Carbondale Roundhouse in 1921. Seen in this photograph are: left to right: 
Jimmy Carden, Tom Boylan, Johnnie Leo, Mallica Mannion, Reuben Molinaro, unknown, 
Maurice Blocksidge (Painter foreman), Lena McGowan (secretary), Scanky Leo, Jimmy Tyson, 
Joe Beahan, Phil Farber, Jimmy Farrell, Pat Sharkey; and one with the team lined up in the 
conventional standing/seated arrangement. 


The D&H Athletic Association also had a baseball team, called the Generals. A brief 
article with a photograph of the team is given in The Delaware and Hudson Company Bulletin, 
June 1, 1927, p. 168. 


From that article we learn that the team was formed in 1921, with their first games in 
1922. In 1926, they won 27 games and lost 12. Their sixth consecutive season opened on April 
24, 1927. In that game, on Sunday, April 24, they met and suffered a 1-0 defeat at the hands of 
the local team playing in the New York-Pennsylvania league circuit. 


In that photo, in the front row, left to right, are Evers, shortstop; Miller, left field; 
Sandy,3™ base; Stevens, catcher; Marterer, igs base; and Phelps, center field. Standing, left to 
right, are Grady, catcher; Hogan, pitcher; Dollard, pitcher; Schermerhorn (captain and manager), 
1“ base; Rosback, pitcher; and Hickey, center field. 


On August 15, 1925, the first annual D&H Field Day of Pennsylvania Division 
employees was held at Lake Lodore Amusement Park on the Honesdale Branch of the D&H 
between Carbondale and Honesdale. Extensive coverage of this D&H field day on Saturday, 
August 15, 1925 is presented in the September 15, 1925 issue of The Delaware and Hudson 
Company Bulletin on pp. 5-6, 14. 


Two featured events at that field day were baseball games: one between the married men 
and the single men at 11:30 A.M., and one between the Pennsylvania Division and the Albany 
Generals at 3 P.M. (with a 13 to 11 victory for the Albany Generals) 


Here are some very interesting facts about this D&H field day in 1925, the idea for which 
was conceived by J. J. Brennan, master mechanic on the Pennsylvania Division, and a few of his 
close associates: between six and seven thousand people attended (employees, families, and 
friends); men from every branch of the service from the entire division--mechanical, 
transportation, maintenance of way, coal storage, and accounting departments were represented; 
thousands of people arrived at Lake Lodore by train, and thousands arrived in automobiles (there 
were more than a thousand automobiles in the parking lot at one point); sporting events, in 
addition to the two baseball games, included a 100-yard relay race, a potato race, amateur 
boxing, a baseball throwing contest, a cracker-eating contest, an egg race, a first aid contest, 
boxing matches, running broad jump, sack race, 100-yard dash, three-legged race, fat man’s race, 
tug of war, swimming and boat races, and shot put; also boating, swimming, dancing, and 
midway (with day and night attractions); music was by Bates and Niesen’s Orchestra. 


Surely, a lot more remains to be said about D&H baseball. The material presented here 
should be regarded as an introduction to the topic. 


* P. T. Barnum came to Carbondale on no less than three occasions in the nineteenth century: on October 17, 1851: 
P. T. Barnum’s Asiatic Caravan, Museum & Menagerie performed in Carbondale; on Friday, May 1, 1874, P. T. 
Barnum “Great Traveling World’s Fair and Universal Exposition” presented morning, afternoon, and evening 
exhibitions at Carbondale; on Wednesday, May 13, 1885, P. T. Barnum’s Circus again performed in Carbondale. 
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D. & H. Motive Power Shop Baseball Team, 1921. Shown here, standing in front of D&H No. 
1600 on the turntable in the Carbondale D&H Roundhouse. Photograph in the holdings of the 
Carbondale Historical Society. 


. 
EERTE 
- 


~ os 


a te 


as: 





D&H Motive Power Shop baseball team, Carbondale, PA, 1921. Photo very probably taken on the same 
day as the photo of the team standing by the side of D&H No. 1600. Photograph in the holdings of the 
Carbondale Historical Society. 





D&H Baseball Team, No. 19. Name of player not yet known. This post card is in the collection 
of the Carbondale Historical Society. 





The Delaware and Hudson Generals. Photograph given in The Delaware and Hudson Company 
Bulletin, June 1, 1927, p. 168. 


This article was published in the July 2019 issue of the Bridge Line Historical Society Bulletin, 
pp. 1, 16-17, 19, 25. 


